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Government Pressure Hurtxng
Research, Anthropologist Says

K © 1966, New York Times News Service

PITTSBURGH, Nov.'18 — A

some intelligence agents were
posing as anbhropologxsts in for-»

S

it

vty Lo B, sk

leading American : anthropolo-
‘ gist said last night that secrecy
~and pressures from government
intelligence agencies were erods
Ing the effectiveness and pres-:
‘tige of American sc&holarly re
‘search 'abroad.

“The warning was in a repdrt
delivered by Ralph L. Beals _at
the opening of the annual meet-
ing of the American Anthropo-
logical Assaciation. |

Beals, & professor of anthro-
pology at the University of Cali-
fornia and former president of
‘the ‘mssociation has- spent. the ..
fast year studying the effect of
govemment-sponsored gocial
science reseamh in farexgn
-countries. © .

He ¢riticized What he des
cribed as efforts by some pov-
ernment agencies . to disguise -

discovered, y scholars e -
countries where ‘they operated:
because they lacked. technical:
‘knowledge and academic refar»~
ences, he said.

“In- fact,” he said thh a
. smile, “In some areas like the
Middle East they prefer. the:
ant:hropologxca'l spy' because he:
is. so naive and they can feed
him all sort of information.”

Beals said anthropologists had

been particularly hurt by thef

furor capsed last year ‘over
operation Camelot, ;an Army,
financed study of social change

in Chilé.. The project; which was}

‘part of afar-ranging study ‘of
revolutionary processes in vari-
ous parts of the world, was can-

celed at the request of Secretary|

of State Dean:Rusk after the

Chilean guvemment made al

furmal protest;. i+ b Lk

political intelligence work under::

* the cover of scholarly research, ;
He said there had been instances ,
when young scholars were of-.
fered generous government as- .

sistance, ostensibly for academic Yo

work, only .to’be" questxoned lat- .
er by intelligence. agents for 1

pohticas’l Information.

Beals Adisclosed repérts that 4

.

e
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5:' -Schblars Playino’]ames Bond :

a hoard@d Kennedy dollar and sharp as an i
_electric carving mee——between the : covers
~of a “spy mvstery In the field, however, i
" they often are naive enough to.be welcomed:

mlsmf ormation.

~+ According to Dr. Ralph 1. Beals thls is
4 pamculaﬂy frue of intelligence agents pos-
. ing as anthropologists. They are -easily .|
spotted because of their ignorance. Himself |
“-an anthropologist,- Dr, Beals is deeply dis- 3
.turbed by the effect of this continuing hug- <
3 germugger on scholarship. Under a variation -
. ‘of Gresham’s law, the pseudo-experts: are |.
- eroding the effectiveness of the’ genuine, i
“"American scholars abroad are being frus
“-trated by.the suspicion that their activities
~are-covers for espionage. We are developmg
another credibility deficit.
' Universities are to blame to the extent |
¢ that they accept contracts with the CIA and |
- similar agencies. Dr. Beals has comviled a
: report on specific incidents, including, of
i ecourse, Operation Camelot which  ended " in y
« guch a painful, public fiasco. He believes

fully disclose “not only their support and |
< -sponsorship but also the purposes of their
*. research.” ‘But will such disclosures still be: |
" accepted at face value? “F
The Government certainly should check 111-

. avoid the use of scholars as spies, and end -
the questioning of legitimate researchers’ .on -

!. under .the most compelling: circumstances. [
.- . Scholars have an obligation to resist the lure 1
i : o -

" of grants which undermine professional in.

tegrity. The advance of knowledge depends
on mtegmty

~ tionable undertakings, the Iongrun cost
_.value of a hush-hush operation, Américans
" “might be effectively excluded from ‘the in-
.. ternational .company of scholars. and :scien-
i; tists. Instead: of sacrificing credlbqlity and
nskmg isolation, James Bond’s work ought
to be left to James Bond.
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- by their opposite numbers and stutfed w1th ¥

» that it has-become essential for scholars to -}

+ advised and irresponsible activities, It should I

- their return to the United States, ‘except |’

If this is shadowed by- even a few ques. - A

- may be far greater than any immediate .




